ROBESPIERRE

Club symbolize its disapproval by burning the offend-
ing issues of Desmoulins' paper, and let it go at that.

Now, this was what Desmoulins himself had but
recently proposed, but unfortunately he happened to
remember that Rousseau had said: "Burning is not
replying". What an opportunity to use that shaft
against the disciple of Rousseau who was reading him
a lecture! True, he was risking his head, but that, to
an artist at repartee, was a minor consideration. He let
fly:

"Burning is not replying!"

It hit Robespierre in his most tender spot. He stopped,
swallowed.

"So be it!" he said."I withdraw my motion. Let his
paper be read and let him receive an answer. Know,
Camille, that if you were not Camille, one would not
be so patient with you. The manner of your defence
convinces me of your bad faith. Burning is not reply-
ing! In what way does that quotation fit the present
case?"

"But did I not come to see you? Did I not read my
paper to you?" protested Camille. "Did I not beg you
in the name of friendship to indicate to me the road I
should take?"

"You did not read all the issues to me," Robespierre
replied sternly. "I saw only one or two. Not wishing
to mix into personal quarrels, I refused to read the
others. People would have said I dictated them to you."

Robespierre's reply is not convincing. Why did he
not allow Camille to read the remaining numbers to
him, and if he disapproved, say so emphatically? One
somehow receives the impression that he was not un-
willing to have Camille test public opinion without
himself incurring responsibility. Undoubtedly Des-
moulins went much further than he had wished him to
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